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the Emperor's abdication and the trial of all those respon-
sible for the shame and horror of the Russo-Japanese War.
As a result, there would have broken out a fratricidal civil
war, ending in the secession of some of our border provinces
and the occupation of a portion of our territory by foreign
troops.
It soon became clear to everyone concerned that the posi-
tion of the dynasty and of the regime generally was not as
insecure as appeared at first. The revolutionary ardour of
the educated proved to be but intellectual itching and the
result of idleness. Then came repentance and, with it, a
systematic attempt on the part of the ruling clique to nul-
lify the act of October I7th. As a result, General Trepov,
the Court Commandant, became the irresponsible head of
the Government; while I, on whom rested the entire weight
of responsibility, was reduced to the role of a figurehead.
As early as January, 1906, I declared to Grand Duke
Nikolai Nikolaievich that as soon as I contracted the loan
and evacuated Manchuria I would resign my post, for the
reason that I found it impossible to act the part of a screen
for men and measures I opposed I did not wish to be a
cat's-paw for General Trepov and Grand Duke Nicholas,
and a shield for the Black Hundreds. I resigned in April